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Inspired by children; challenging injustice

Introduction:

Waste-picking in Bangladesh is the occupation of the
poorest of the poor. According to a study of
Grambangla Unnayan Committee approximately
4,00,000 people of this country are surviving their
lives through collecting, sorting, recycling, and selling
materials where mostly are women and children
(Maksud, 2011). The National 3R (Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle) Strategy for Waste Management of
Bangladesh found that in Dhaka alone, approximately
120,000 urban poor are involved in the recycling
trade chain (Department of Environment, 2009).
According to Women in Informal Employment:
Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO),
(http://wiego.org/informal-economy/
occupational-groups/waste-pickers) there is growing
recognition that waste pickers contribute to the local
economy, to public health and safety, and to
environmental sustainability...they often face low
social status, deplorable living and working
conditions, and little support from local governments.
In spite of this huge contribution to the economy,
waste pickers are suffering from lack of nutritious
food, poor housing facility, health service and
education and training facilities. Like many other
developing countries Bangladesh has made a
significant progress to the MDG of universal primary
education (UPE), equitable access in education (NER:
97.7 percent), reduction of dropouts, improvement in
completion of the cycle, and implementation of a
number of quality enhancement measures in primary
education. But still a major part of children are
remaining left out of school.

In Millennium Development Goals: Bangladesh
Progress Report 2015, the Government of
Bangladesh has mentioned the issue of
inaccessibility of children with disabilities (CWD) to
primary education as a challenge but has not
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mentioned the issues of others socially excluded
children like waste pickers.

Why are we focusing on waste picker
children?

We all know that education is one of the basic needs
and rights for the children. There are some specific
reasons for focusing on education for waste picker
children are stated below:

e Education is a constitutional right in Bangladesh.

e Bangladesh is a signatory to the “World
Declaration on Education for All (EFA)' held in
Jomtien, Thailand in March 1990 and ‘Summit
of 9 High Population Countries' in New Delhi,
India in 1993.

e Article 28 of UN Convention on the Rights of the
Children (UNCRC) declares the right to free
primary education for all children where
Bangladesh is one of the signatory of UNCRC.

e The Goal 4 of SDGs cannot be achieved without
addressing the issue of the most vulnerable
groups especially the waste pickers’ education.
Since Goal 4 aims to ensure inclusive and
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equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all.

e Approximately 400,000 people are engaged in
waste picking profession in Bangladesh and
more than 120,000 people are engaged in this
occupation in Dhaka City. Among them, mostly
are women and children.

What are the barriers for educating child
waste pickers?

Policy and Infrastructural Factors:

e Reasonable policies and acts like “National
Education Policy 2010”, “Primary Education
(Compulsory) Act, 1990”, The Children Act 2013
etc. are in place but not implemented effectively
for waste picker children. This is the fact for
Bangladesh  where, Compulsory  Primary
Education Act 1990 was introduced in 1990 but
still a mass of children are out of school. The act
could not ensure enrolment and completion of
primary education by the children mainly
because of severe poverty.

e Poorresource allocations for education especially
for the children of socially excluded families .

¢ No day care center and pre-school and very few
primary and secondary school and vocational
training center are situated near the dumping
areas.

e Almost no coverage of government education
services to the waste picker community.

Social and Economic factors:

e The primary education cycle completion rate
was 79% in 2013 in Bangladesh. About five
million children are out of school, either because
they did not enroll school or dropped out early,
mostly due to poverty. (General Economic
Division, 2016).

¢ In most of the cases, the waste picker women
are either divorced or separated or widow and
live as single women with their children. Due to
insecurity, waste picker mothers do not leave
their children at the slums and bring their
children with them to the dump site so that they
can keep an eye on their children. Government

primary schools open at 9 a.m. but woman
waste pickers have to leave their home for waste
dump site at around 5 a.m. So there is not one to
accompany their children to schools (Maksud,
2011).

e Sometimes, a waste picker child becomes the
main financial contributor to his family.

e A waste picker child can earn an average
100-300 Taka per day. So, their opportunity cost
of schooling is much higher to them (Maksud,
2011).

e lack of awareness about the importance of
education among the waste picker families. Early
marriage is very common among the waste

picker  groups. Early marriage causes
discontinuation from education for both boys
and girls.

Waste Picking children with Bulldozer machine of Dhaka City
Corporation at Matuail waste dump site

How is Bangladesh Responsible for Ensuring
Education for Waste Picker Children?

Bangladesh is committed to ensure inclusive and
quality education for all and promote lifelong
learning to achieve sustainable development. As a
signatory state to UNCRC, Bangladesh has pursued
its obligations to ensure education for all.

Article 17 of the national constitution of Bangladesh
mentions free and compulsory education; it
articulates that the:



“State shall adopt effective measures for
the purpose of (a) establishing a uniform,
mass-oriented and universal system of
education and extending free and
compulsory education to all
children...removing illiteracy within such
time as may be determined by law”.

Primary education was free and made compulsory
under the Primary Education (Compulsory) Act
1990. The Act needs to be revised to ensure primary
education as a fundamental right. To do that,
Primary Education Act, 1990 can be modified in light
of clause 17 (b) of the Constitution or the
Constitution can be amended.

In Non-formal Education Act 2014, it has been
stated that the children or adolescents who did not
get chance to admit in primary school or was
dropped out, will get alternative chance to get
primary equivalent education by non-formal
education system.

Action Required:

e The Primary Education (Compulsory) Act 1990
needs to be revised to ensure primary education
as a fundamental right. To do that, Primary
Education Act, 1990 can be modified in light of
clause 17 (b) of the Constitution or the
Constitution of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh can be amended.

Education or waste picking, what should the children go for?
All of us MUST think of it again...

e Ensuring inclusion of waste picking children
through early childhood care and education.

e Set up enough day care centers and preschools
in the localities where the dump sites are
situated, therefore, the single and vulnerable
women like waste pickers will be able to drop
their children before going to work.

e Set up enough inclusive primary and secondary
schools in the localities where the dump sites are
situated, so that like other children the waste
picking children can get the opportunity to study
there.
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